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New regulations encourage cooperation on public lands

Edmonton… Agricultural leaseholders and recreational users are encouraged to use respect and to follow new legislation for recreational access to public lands leased for grazing or cultivation. 

The Agricultural Dispositions Statutes Amendment Act 2003 (Bill 16) was proclaimed, introducing new regulations for recreational and exploration access on public lands. The new regulations promote cooperation and respect between disposition holders and other users of the land, through clearer rules and better communications. 

“Most leaseholders and recreational users have always used respect in dealing with each other,” said Mike Cardinal, Minister of Sustainable Resource Development. “The new legislation provides for even greater cooperation, by clearly outlining rights and responsibilities. My staff will use a common sense approach, and provide information to stakeholder groups and other Albertans to help them understand the new process.” 

These regulations benefit both the leaseholder and other public land users. The leaseholder can stay informed about who wants to access the land and continue maintaining the land through good stewardship. At the same time, recreational users gain more information about the land they want to access, including information about hazards on the land. Beginning September 1, 2003, contact information will be available on a new departmental web site. A dispute resolution process is available to help resolve conflicts. 

The legislation also provides an appeal process for resource companies applying for access to the public land for exploration purposes, in the event there is a disagreement. 

Alberta has about 100 million acres of public land in total, including about five million acres of agricultural land leased for grazing and cultivation. Of this amount, most grazing in the forested foothills is under forest grazing allotments, which are not affected by this legislation.
For more information about these regulations, Albertans are encouraged to check the following sources: 

· The toll-free hotline: 1-866-279-0023;

· Two new fact sheets, available by contacting the department; and

· A new website to be launched on September 1, 2003. 
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For more information, contact:
	Anna Kauffman

Public Affairs Officer, Communications

Alberta Sustainable Resource Development

Edmonton

(780) 427-8636                                                                   

Dial 310-0000 for toll-free connection.


Backgrounder

Agricultural Dispositions Statutes Amendment Act (Bill 16)

Number of grazing leaseholders

· About 6200 grazing leaseholders.

Recreational access

Leaseholders are required to provide contact information to the department. They are also required to allow access for defined recreational purposes unless the following circumstances exist: 

· access by anything other than foot is requested;

· livestock are present within a fenced pasture;

· a crop on the land has not yet been harvested; 

· a fire ban is in effect, as determined by a municipal or provincial authority;

· a recreational user wishes to hunt in an area where livestock are nearby or wishes to

camp on the land; or 

· a proposed use that would be contrary to a recreational management plan for the lease is requested. 

· Recreational users are required to:
· contact the specific holder of a grazing lease or farm development lease before they enter the land for  recreational purposes; 
· follow the duties outlined in the regulations such as packing out all litter; refraining from lighting fires without consent, and closing gates; and
· follow any conditions outlined in a recreational management plan or the directions from a departmental officer.
Exploration access

The legislation provides an appeal process for resource companies that want to access the public land for exploration purposes. In the past, once a leaseholder refused access for exploration, the company had no right of review.

Under the new legislation, if a leaseholder refuses entry, a new review process can be used to deal with any operational or land use concerns. In such cases, a local settlement officer with the department can review the circumstances. If the dispute is related to compensation for access and damages on a grazing lease or farm development lease, the company can go to the Surface Rights Board and apply for a right-of-entry order to explore. Where the parties cannot agree on compensation, the Surface Rights Board can issue a compensation order for access or for loss or damages.

The process for exploration access differs from that on private land, where landowners can decide not to allow exploration on their property. The Surface Rights Board currently has a similar role to play in resolving disputes about actual development for oil and gas, such as well sites, on both private and public land.
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